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Fr iday  1st  October  2021 -  Nat i ve  Events  and Ju l ie ’ s  B icyc le  EU today  launch the i r
Pre-Budget  Submiss ion  on beha l f  o f  over  280 Ar ts ,  Cu l tura l  and L ive
Enter ta inment  and Events  organ isat ions  in  I re land .

In  August  of  2021 ,  the  IPCC re leased a  spec ia l  report  f rom Work ing  Group 1 ,  the
f i rs t  par t  o f  i t s  s ix th  assessment  report  on  c l imate  change ,  s ta t ing  that  cl imate
change is  widespread,  rapid  and intensify ing .  The  current  decade i s  c ruc ia l  to
l imi t  c l imate  change catast rophe and coord inated act ion ,  in  every  organ isat ion ,
industry ,  sector  and nat ion  i s  urgent l y  requ i red .  

In  July  2021 ,  I re land passed i t s  C l imate  Act ion  and Low Carbon Deve lopment
(Amendment )  Act .  Th is  landmark  p iece  o f  leg is la t ion  mandates  for  the  approva l  o f
p lans  by  the  Government  in  re la t ion  to  c l imate  change for  the  purpose  o f
pursu ing  the  t rans i t ion  to  a  c l imate  res i l ient ,  b iod ivers i t y  r i ch  and c l imate  neutra l
economy by  no  la ter  than the  end of  the  year  2050 ;  to  provide for  carbon
budgets  and a  sectoral  emissions cei l ing  to  apply  to  di f ferent  sectors  of
the economy ;  and to  extend the  purposes  for  wh ich  moneys  may  be  pa id  out  o f
the  C l imate  Act ion  Fund and to  prov ide  for  re la ted  mat ters .

In  November 2020 ,  an  Ar ts&Cul ture  Recovery  Task force  was  appointed to
prepare  a  report  for  the  Min is ter  for  the  Ar ts ,  Cu l ture ,  Sport  and the  Gae l tacht ,
inc lud ing  a  set  o f  recommendat ions  on  how best  the  ar ts  and cu l ture  sector  cou ld
adapt  and recover  f rom the  unprecedented damage ar i s ing  f rom the  COVID-19
pandemic .  The  Task force  report ,  ‘A  L i fe  Worth  L i v ing ’  inc ludes  in  i t s
recommendat ions  the  estab l i shment  o f  a  Creative Green Programme ,  to  create
and implement  a  programme of  susta inab le  pract i ces  in  the  sectors  v ia  an
internat iona l l y  recogn ised Green Cer t i f i ca t ion  Programme,  in formed by  research
and act ions  a l ready  undertaken nat iona l l y  and in ternat iona l l y .  
     
In  October  2020 ,  the  Department  o f  the  Tao iseach pub l i shed i t ’ s  Programme for
Government  ‘Our  Shared Future ’ .  Th is  document  exp l i c i t l y  s ta tes  R ia l tas  na
hE i reann w i l l  ‘support  the cultural  and creative sector ,  and in  part icular  the
events  industry,  in  a  green recovery ,  ass is t ing  i t  in  becoming  a  more
susta inab le ,  low-carbon industry ,  lower ing  the  assoc ia ted  emiss ions ,  and
deve lop ing  an  ind igenous  market  for  c l imate- f r iend ly  so lut ions  for  the  sector . ’
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Desp i te  the  above-ment ioned recommendat ions ,  s ta tements  o f  in tent ,  and
increas ing ly  urgent  ca l l s  for  ac t ion ,  the  ar ts ,  events  and creat i ve  sector  in  I re land
has  yet  to  rece ive  any  s t ructura l  support  for  t rans i t ion ing  to  a  c l imate- l i terate ,
low-carbon and c i rcu lar  model .  Th is  desp i te  the  fac t  that  i t  i s  v ia  the  ar ts  and
cu l tura l  ac t i v i t ies  that  soc ie ta l  t rans format ion  i s  ach ieved .  An investment in  a
Creative Green programme for  Ireland is  an investment in  the future of
Ireland’s  cultural  identity .           
      
In  add i t ion ,  the  Creative Green programme wi l l  provide training and
upski l l ing  opportunit ies  for  some 35,000 sector  workers  who lost  trade and
income as  a  result  of  the COVID19 pandemic .  I t  w i l l  enab le  organ isat ions  to
deve lop and va l idate  Env i ronmenta l  Po l i c ies  and Act ion  P lans ,  underp inned by
re levant  leg is la t ion  and EU Green Dea l ,  key  themes that  can  be  used to  ach ieve
and mainta in  “Creat i ve  Green Cer t i f i ca t ion”  for  the i r  organ isat ions ,  venues ,
fes t i va ls  and events .  The  same programme wi l l  de l i ver  increased env i ronmenta l
l i teracy  and behav ioura l  change across  w ider  but  re la ted  sectors  l i ke  media ,
tour ism and sports  through promot ing  a  co l laborat i ve  and un i f ied  approach .  I t  w i l l
enab le  sector -w ide  report ing  and so  a l low for  es tab l i sh ing  a  base l ine  and industry
benchmark ing ,  thereby  creat ing  opportun i t ies  to  reduce  waste ,  CO2 emiss ions  and
resource  inef f i c ienc ies .  This  industry  benchmarking is  urgently  required to
respond to  the requirements  of  the Cl imate Act ion Low Carbon
Development Bi l l .  U l t imate ly ,  the  programme would  harness  cu l tura l  ac t ions  and
creat i ve  pract i ce  to  generate  increased pub l i c  awareness  and commitment  to
rea l i s ing  –  by  ind iv idua l  and communi ty  behav ioura l  change –  the  nat iona l  goa l  o f
a  carbon-neutra l  soc ie ty .  

In  November  2021 ,  Ju l ie ’ s  B icyc le  EU in tends  to  launch an  I r i sh  vers ion  (us ing  I r i sh
energy  convers ion  ra tes )  o f  the i r  innovat i ve  carbon ca lcu la tor  -  a  so f tware  too l
spec i f i ca l l y  des igned to  fac i l i ta te  c l imate  act ion  in  the  creat i ve  industr ies  through
robust  report ing ,  and through creat ing  a  sector -w ide  base l ine  and benchmark  for
env i ronmenta l  impacts  mi t igat ion .  

COP26 i s  to  be  he ld  in  G lasgow f rom the  1st  to  the  12th  November  2021 and i s
set  to  be  a  s ign i f i cant  p ivota l  moment  in  h is tory ,  as  wor ld  leaders  w i l l  be  ca l led
upon to  respond to  the  Code Red for  Humanity  as  i ssued by  the  wor ld ’ s  lead ing
c l imate  sc ient i s ts  in  the  most  recent  IPCC report .  The  t ime for  C l imate  Act ion ,
across  every  sector  and every  industry ,  i s  now.  The  Creative Green Carbon
Calculator  for  Ireland  w i l l  go  l i ve  in  l ine  w i th  COP26 ,  as  an  I r i sh  cu l tura l  sector
response  to  th is  c r i t i ca l  moment .  Th is  represents  an  unprecedented opportun i ty
to  cata lyse  a  moment  in  t ime for  I re land ’s  ar ts ,  events  and cu l tura l  sector .  
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From 2018 to  2019 ,  to ta l  energy  use  emiss ions  has  decreased by  12%
Elect r i c i t y  consumpt ion  (kWh)  has  reduced by  8%
Gas  (kWh)  consumpt ion  has  reduced by  6%
Ons i te  renewable  energy  generat ion  has  increased 2 .5  fo ld

48% reported  f inanc ia l  benef i t s
42% reported  creat i ve  and ar t i s t i c  opportun i t ies
67% reported  team mora le  and we l l -be ing  benef i t s  (e .g .  programming ,
commiss ion ing ,  res idenc ies )  
92% agree  the  Ar ts  Counc i l  Eng land Env i ronmenta l  Programme has  made ,  or
can make ,  a  pos i t i ve  d i f ference  to  the  ar ts  sector  as  a  whole
43% reported  reputat iona l  benef i t s
99% cons ider  i t  important  for  Ar ts  Counc i l  Eng land to  cont inue  he lp ing  the i r
NPOs de l i ver  a  more  env i ronmenta l l y  susta inab le  fu ture

Ju l ie ’ s  B icyc le  has  had cons iderab le  success  in  the  UK over  the  past  13  years .  In
2019 ,  they  worked w i th  636 Ar ts  Counc i l  Eng land Nat iona l  Por t fo l io  Organ isat ions ,
fac i l i ta t ing  report ing  on  env i ronmenta l  impacts  across  517 venues ,  378 o f f i ces ,
138 events ,  233  tours  and 59  product ions .  

The  env i ronmenta l  impacts  o f  th is  work  speak  for  themse lves :

Add i t iona l  benef i t s  for  ar ts ,  events  and cu l tura l  organ isat ions  inc luded:

I t  i s  c lear  that  the  team beh ind Ju l ie ’ s  B icyc le  have  the  knowledge ,  expert i se  and
pass ion  to  dr i ve  change and pos i t i ve  env i ronmenta l  ac t ion  w i th in  the  ar ts  and
cu l tura l  space .  
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Estab l i shment  o f  a  Creat i ve  Green Cer t i f i ca t ion  resource  (and webs i te )
Consu l ta t ion  process  w i th  the  re levant  s takeho lders
Sector  spec i f i c  gu ide l ines  w i l l  be  created for :

Theatres ,  C inemas ,  Museums,  &  Ar ts  Centres
Fest i va ls  &  Outdoor  Events
Indoor  Venues  & Events
Stad iums & Arenas
F i lm & TV  Product ion
Introduct ion  o f  on l ine  too ls  and resources ,  ie .  the  Creat i ve  Green (CG)  Too ls

Ser ies  o f  workshops ,  t ra in ing  events  and on l ine  webinars  for  organ isat ions
focussed on gu ide l ines ,  requ i rements ,  myth  bust ing ,  increas ing  conf idence ,
supports  ava i lab le ,  insp i ra t ion .
In t roduct ion  o f  Creat i ve  Green Cer t i f i ca t ion  that  can  be  app l ied  across  the
sectors .

Env i ronmenta l  Programme for  funders  to  incent i v i se  organ isat ions  and ach ieve
a l l - i s land v i s ib i l i t y  and resu l ts .  
Report ing  process  to  inc lude env i ronmenta l  impact  data ,  po l i c ies  and act ion
p lans  enab l ing  organ isat ions  to  susta in  the i r  Creat i ve  Green Cer t i f i ca t ion .  
Set t ing  up o f  an  independent  un i t /body  to  ensure  long  term Susta inab i l i t y /
Green moni tor ing ,  eva luat ion ,  deve lopment  and po l i cy  de l i very  across  the  ar ts /
events  sector

Int roduct ion  o f  mandatory  report ing  process  across  the  sectors .
Programme to  be  expanded to  create  an  overarch ing  long- term regenerat i ve
st rategy  and v i s ion  for  the  sector .  
The  long- term ob ject i ve  i s  for  the  ar ts  and events  sector  to  dr i ve  pub l i c
awareness  and for  I re land to  be  a  wor ld  leader  in  the  area  o f  susta inab i l i t y  and
green ing  the  ar ts .  

Thereby ,  Nat i ve  Events  and Ju l ie ’ s  B icyc le  EU ca l l s  upon the  Government ,  and in
par t i cu lar  on  the  Department of  Tourism,  Culture and the Arts ,  and the
Department of  Cl imate Act ion and Communications ,  to  prov ide  an  a l locat ion
of  €5  mi l l ion  fund ing ,  over  three  years ,  to  implement  recommendat ion  10  o f  the
Arts&Cul ture  Recovery  Task force ,  as  fo l lows :    
  
Init iat ive  1  

Init iat ive  2

Init iat ive  3

Init iat ive  4
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Who We Are:
      
Nat i ve  Events  was  estab l i shed in  2017 as  a  response  to  the  lack  o f  susta inab le
equ ipment  and in f ras t ructure  in  I re land ’s  events  sector  -  an  industry  worth  €3 .5
b i l l ion  to  I re land ’s  economy and employ ing  35 ,000 sk i l led  workers .  C l ients  inc lude
St  Patr i ck ’ s  Fest i va l  -  I re land ’s  f lagsh ip  event  that  a t t racts  over  105 ,000 v i s i tors
annua l l y ;  and var ious  Ar ts  Counc i l  programmes in  C l imate  L i teracy .

Ju l ie ' s  B icyc le  i s  a  p ioneer ing  not - for -prof i t  mobi l i s ing  the  ar ts  and cu l ture  to  take
act ion  on the  c l imate  and eco log ica l  c r i s i s .  Founded by  the  mus ic  industry  in  2007
and now work ing  across  the  ar ts  and cu l ture ,  JB  has  par tnered w i th  over  2000
organ isat ions  in  the  UK and in ternat iona l l y .  Combin ing  cu l tura l  and env i ronmenta l
expert i se ,  Ju l ie ’ s  B icyc le  focuses  on  h igh- impact  programmes and po l i cy  change to
meet  the  c l imate  cr i s i s  head-on .

Ju l ie ’ s  B icyc le  EU i s  a  newly - formed par tnersh ip  between Nat i ve  Events  and
Creat i ve  C l imate  Char i ty  Ju l ie ’ s  B icyc le ,  w i th  the  a im of  fac i l i ta t ing  a  w ide-sca le ,
impact fu l  programme of  t ra in ing ,  moni tor ing ,  report ing  and env i ronmenta l  impact
mi t igat ion  in  the  ar ts ,  cu l ture  and events  sector  in  I re land .   
      
For  fur ther  in format ion  on the  submiss ion  p lease  contact :
      
Megan Best  |  Nat i ve  Events  M:  +353 (86 )  842 4861
            
megan@nat iveevents . ie
      
Ends .  

https://www.nativeevents.ie/
https://juliesbicycle.com/

